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DesignAgency Block Party
DesignAgency (DA) hosted its seventh annual summer block party in 
and around its west-end Toronto office The creators of award-win-
ning hospitality projects here and abroad invited friends, family and 
clients to the lively event where, by tradition, it doesn’t rain. This year 
they partnered up with neighbour byMinistry and took over both 
sides of Adelaide Street West.

1—DA’s Ariana Paul, business development manager; Shauna Sullivan, 
intermediate designer; and Caity Cohen, project designer.  2—Aislin MacDonald, 
project designer, DA; Anjelika Matniyazova, A&D rep, Suite22 Contract; Maria 
Whiteside, project manager, DA; Arfa Akhtar, interior designer, Bo Concept; and 
DA’s Sabrina Mable, intern; and Liz Mollon, project designer.  3— DA’s Asli Kilinç, 
interior designer; Eva Kweiar, designer; Abby Cheung, intermediate designer; 
and Matthew Henning, project manager.  4— DA’s Adil Sebbar, 3D artist; and 
Angéline Buck, graphic designer, Lightform.  5— Matthew Gillard, senior project 
manager, project and development services at commercial real estate firm 
Cushman & Wakefield; and Jeff McKinnon, director of business development at 
construction manager Govan Brown.   6— DA’s trio of founding principals Allen 
Chan, Anwar Mekhayech and Matt Davis.   7—Klaus by Nienkamper sales 
associates Chad Graham and Simona Taroni; and Maharam’s Oliver and Jasper 
Baijings, sales rep and sales ambassador respectively.  8—Brett Johnson, 
account manager, SCI Interiors; and Amanda Radji, store manager, Bo Concept. 

ErgoCentric bonds with Bondar
ErgoCentric celebrated the opening of its new Toronto showroom, located on the ground floor 
of the historic King Edward Hotel, with a cocktail party featuring an address by Dr. Roberta 
Bondar, Canada’s first female astronaut. She’s also a neurologist, author, photographer and im-
pressively lively speaker.

1—Astronaut Dr. Roberta Bondar and ErgoCentric founder Terry Cassaday.  2—ErgoCentric’s Sandy 
Lombardo, controller; Julia Teoli, inside sales; and Dan Childerhose, strategic pricing manager.  3— ErgoCen-
tric’s Greg Stevens, sales associate, and Emerson Cassaday, director, furniture and accessories division; and 
industrial designer Miles Keller, owner of design firm Dystil and creator of ErgoCentric’s airCentric and tCentric 
chairs.  4—ErgoCentric’s Sam Dunkley, operations manager; Seema Mistry, inside sales; Remy Miraflor, 
finance manager; and Nancy Almeida, director of customer service and procurement.  5— ErgoCentric’s 
David Selwah, purchasing co-ordinator; Lori Skulj, marketing co-ordinator; Denis Parenteau and Lisa Jones, 
inside sales; Siby Baby, order processing; and Alison Byrne, VP marketing. 

Let the Good 
Times Roll
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DX banks on emerging designers
The Design Exchange, in partnership with the RBC Foundation, fêted the winner and runners-up in 
this year’s RBC Canadian Emerging Designer Competition in a ceremony at the DX’s historic Trading 
Floor. Toronto-based Studio for Architecture and Collaboration, led by Andrew Hill and Jennifer 
Kudlats, won the $20,000 cash prize, a customized mentorship program and an exhibition at DX. The 
other finalists were Kfir Gluzberg of Toronto’s Kilogram; Thom Fougere, creative director at Winni-
peg home-furnishings manufacturer and retailer EQ3; Toronto landscape and architecture design 
firm Office Ou; Toronto womenswear designer Avyn of Avyn Studio; and Montréal’s Simon Laliberté, 
art director, screen printer and founder of BangBang design studio. 

1—Lucas Stanois, industrial designer, Studio Munge; Jon Miura, intern architect, and Matthew Firestone, architectural 
designer at Studio for Architecture and Collaboration (Studio AC).  2—Yaser Rahmanian, partner, +VG Architects; 
Andrew Hill, co-founder, Studio AC; and Thomas Payne, founding partner at his namesake architecture firm.  3—Divia 
Kueber, client success specialist at job-board firm Indeed; Matei Rau, intern architect, Studio AC; Curtis Harrison, 
fourth-year design student at OCAD University; Mo Soroor, senior associate, and Kiran Dharni, intern, Studio AC; and 
Shayan Hamdani, financial advisor, Manulife Securities.  4—Office Ou’s Uros Novakovic, partner; Sophia Szagala, 
associate; and partners Sebastian Bartnicki and Nicolas Koff.  5—Emily Woudenberg, creative director, Strike Design 
Studio; Jordan Armstrong, Toronto host at CreativeMornings, a breakfast lecture series for the creative community; and 
David Nuff, principal at his graphic design and installation firm Nuff.  6—Ofer and Emma Shahar, designer and co-own-
ers of the Tel Aviv- and Toronto-based interior design and green wall firm Craft & Bloom, and their one-month-old son, 
Dezzy.  7—Nelson Stoker, graphic designer, Elevate Tech Fest; Ivanna Hreshchuk, graphic designer, DX and Elevate 
Tech fest; Michaela Halpern, designer at cannabis agency MoCanna; and Mariolya Maksymiw, media freelancer.5
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Hubbub at Teknion’s Hub
Teknion invited the A&D community, as the invitation said, “to see, sample, connect and play in our expanded showroom,” known as their downtown 
Collaboration Hub. Partygoers were duly impressed by the views of the downtown financial core and Lake Ontario wrapping around three sides of 
the 20th floor of the Bremner Tower in downtown Toronto.

1—Teknion’s Lindsay Dales, regional manager, architectural interiors; Celine Ruffett, territory manager, Canadian sales; and Cristina Harnden, regional VP, central Canada.  
2—Filomena Monteiro, manager, interior design, IBI Group; Jillian Warren, director, workplace, Figure3; Lisa Fulford-Roy, managing director, workplace strategy, national 
occupier services group, CBRE; and Monika Sarkisian, partner, SGH Design Partners.  3—Teknion’s Jeff Ball, director, corporate marketing; Oona Walsh, director, U.S. 
marketing communications; and Tracy Backus, director, sustainable programs.  4—Teknion’s Scott Bond, CFO (retired); Joe Regan, senior VP, design and marketing; Jeff 
Wilson, SVP, manufacturing; and Terry McAllister, president, international markets.  5—Teknion’s Scott Deugo, chief sales and sustainability officer; and David Feldberg, 
president and CEO, flank CBRE’s Lisa Fulford-Roy.  6—Maria Ropotyn, sales director, IDS Contract, Informa; Pamela Mason, director, Canadian marketing, Teknion; the 
eponymous head and (former Informa VP) of Tracy Bowie Projects; Karen Kang, managing director, IDS Toronto, Informa; and Canadian Interiors publisher Martin Spreer.  

RAW Wear
An abandoned auto body shop in Toronto’s West End was the venue for RAW Design’s annual party, which draws a mix of design types and hipsters. 
This past June’s installment, titled RAW Wear, saw fashionistas as well. RAW partnered with local fashion house Hoax Couture in creating interactive 
installations that invited guest participation.

1—Hoax Couture partners Jim Searle and Chris Tyrell make a choreographed fashion statement.  2—David Bronskill, partner at law firm Goodmans; architect Roland Rom Colthoff, 
founding partner, RAW Design; and high-end home builder Derek Nicholson.  3—RAW staff members Jacob Riehl, architectural designer; Carsten Liesenberg, project architect; 
and Briana Zitella, architectural designer.  4—Jordan Galuppi, interior designer at design-build firm ANC; and RAW’s Luke O’Brien, architectural technologist; and architect 
Kristiana Schuchmann.  5—Informa’s Katie Telford, conference and account executive; and Catia Varricchio, sales and strategic partnerships; with product designer Mani Mani. 
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Francis Kéré
Kéré Architecture

IDS Toronto brings together the 
most compelling trends with 
provocative thinkers. Be inspired 
by the best of today.

Register now to see Francis Kéré 
speak on the Ceasarstone Stage.

“Architecture is much 
more than art. And it 
is by far more than just 
building buildings.” 
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