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Haute Hostels

n accommodations were slept in and sized up in Paris, Lisbon, Barcelona and Berlin

“We need to redefing hostels,” said Cari
Michel, the executive chairman of Genera-

For a week, half a do

By SETH SHERWOOD .
With the wine tasting in the lobby bar ap-
proaching, [ rinsed the green-tea shampoo
from my hair, a towel from the
queen bed into a Philippe
Starg presso in hand, A flat-
screen 1in the next room of my
suite, but 1 more captivated by the
view that fay just bey p
my balcony: the orange tile roofs of Lis-

It was hard to believe that these expan-
sive private quarters and this late 19th-
century town house that was formerly the
Swiss ambassador’s residence really be-
longed to a genus whose name evokes
backpacks, bunk beds, shared showers
and the amenities of a local jail.

The business card on the vintage writing
desk dispelled my doubts. “Hostel" it read,
just underneath the name of the two-year-
old establishment, the Independente.
“Hostel & Suites” to be precise.

The two seemingly mismatched words

are a testament to the astonishing evolu-
tion in European hostels. From London to
Lisbon, from Iceland to Istanbul, hostels
are undergoing a classy rebirth.

A rooftop Jacuzzi at Bunk in Istanbul; a
cinema roomi at Design Hostel Goli & Bosi
in Split, Croatia; a sleek basement night-
club in ‘OneB0° Berlin: Whether they bill
themselves as “design hostels” or “bou-
tique hostels” or “hostel and suites,” these
new accommodations are striving to raise
the standard of an instifution that was
once the lodging equivalent of a Grey-
hound bus,

tor Hostels based in Britain, whose mis-
sion statement declares its. intention to
“dispel the hostel myth with boutique ho-
tels that are stylish and ‘eantempaorary,
central, safe and affordable

Once a family business with two tradi-

vate equity firm, Patron
exemplifies the haute hostel boomt. With

CONTINUED ON PAGE &

Top, guests in the lobby of the
Independente, & town house
hostel {n Lisbon. Aboye, from
1eft, students play cards at Phus
Berlin; a room with a chande-
lier {n the Lisbon Lounge and
the ostel's exterior.
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Haute Hostels Put to the

Atright, guests inside  bright-
Iy painted room i the Loft hos-

e from efl
spaciois room in Violeta Bou-
tique in Barcelona; bunk beds
he Independente o Libon;

telin Paris. Aboy

bostel in Barcelona,

Above from left, & colorful
corridor at Plus Berlin

the lobby of Oneso* Berlin and
dancing in the nightclub of the
hostel; and a light-iled lounge
at the Independen

CONTINUED FROMPAGE |
an iPhone app and a brand-name chief do
signer in Anwar Mekhayech (whose résu-

chudes clintslke Sobo Fixse), e
group has splashy hostel
Benigth) TR enica and Hamburg,
ovee st e yoten. Barceloon and @

d Berlin site will make their debut
(Im year, and more Ipcations are in the

oFks

The idea s o olf out about 12 0 15 hos-
tels by 2015 said Mr, Michel, a former
commercialdirecto for Beish Alrways.
- Hostel enterprises are bullding at

A il
We are in the watershed period at the
moment;” said Kash Bhattacharya, the au-
thor o puide o ighend hotling calod

3 = which will be
uuwmmmm e o i i
udgetraveller.org, next month.

been

catalyst ha Europe's slump-
ing economy, which, M. Bhattacharya ex:
M ned "has'led (0 faling commercial

plenty of vacant build:

y prices and at
i Sonceain ey ciy-canterlocaions”
Simultaneously, he said, the recession
fasceatedsiew ypesf tavelers
of mature backpackers means
nm kil 0 longe th preservé of
-someting b  he sa
o e el ettty o
uw.,mv Ilvmv facilties to cater to a wider
audie

Four years ago, my colleague Jennifer
Conlin. nponm on these “mature back-
the upgraded hostels that

fad lmkhd foto, Eucope, The. tricke’ 5
4 flood. During & Whirlwind week, |

>1\-m fmund soed pbauia busol o Pace
arcelona and Berlin: palatial

e ot A A s e
ulate bathrooms and group shawers; con-
vivial communal diners and lonely solo
meals; elegant welcome gifts and unwel

al was to travel incognito and put
each lmu(u hoste! (indeed the whote con-
cept) to the test. Col
Brividh chasey, omiortabis
le alternatives to hotels? Were “design
ostels™ worthy of their grandiose labels?

P

e Asian groces
Belleville neighborhood in Paris when a g
antic work of urban art on the side of a
buiiding flashed into view

“11 fait se mélier des mots;” shouted the
huge srpt. *Dony trust words® es, |
thought. Somebody s divined
Iny duest nd sent (s waring. My desi
sation & year-od ostel down m block,
Sy € s ol i el
I o Aq searched ok oy oom
Bl N it Yt pas
terns, | scanned the hostel's effusive bro-
chure: “The spanking new Lolt boutique

hostel is clearly the reference for the best
design boutique hostel in Paris
My small shared room (20.90 euros per
night per person, about $38 at $1.27 to the
euro) was n bachelorpad sty vt
panel. floors; _black _ spi cueb
Siais; tromgeVoell wallpaper Gepioting
it grey cushiora: A Nichain dootJed 85
a_black-and-white bathroom. Only one
thing spoiled the vibe: bunk beds, two
pairs o themn.
The_bachelor pad received its other
(e bachelos with the Arcval'of my
5, boisterous Australian univer-
it stadents” Stmon, & 06Ky, el Tt
fow; Dushan, wiry and sarcastic; and Kai,
an aloof, half-Asian guy wearing head:
phones, They jumped onto their beds and

was back in college. Soon the three were
telling. horror stories about past hostel
stays.

Kai said he spent a night in an Austral-
fan ostel that was “like a shum,* with one
small bathroom for him and 11 other g

Siman remembersd being i 8 hoselin
Rome, where, he said, “some guys tried to
steal my luggage from under my bed.”

Later, in  lobby cafe done in 1920s-style
industrial décor, young guests passed the
evening drinking San Miguel beer and
chatting in various languages, competing

night. The pillow, 1 nioticed, was yellow
with sweal stains. The blankel was

Wbenyou wake o' th midle of the
night, 1 will shave your eyebrow,”
said to Dushan.

“You do that and 1 will punch you in the
face” his friend replied.

Suddenly, 1,2 43-year-old man,fet like 1

Seth Sherwood, bused in Paris, s a freq
contributor to the Travelsection.

2 jong black has.

Nothing makes you feel less adult, less
independent, less Cool than bunk beds. The
very structure is dehumanizing. In the bot
tom bunk you're a beast in a cage. On top
you're a fool on a hill. They are storage

sSpace —not furniture — for human bodies.
‘When [ woke in the morning, the Austral-
ind 1 was seized by a sud

den paranoia that something had been
stolen. It had been: my digity,

THE FADED SQUARES, hilly streets and
clanging old cable cars of the Portuguese
capital are a somehow natural backdrop o
the haute hostel movement. Created in
2005 by four artist friends, Lisbon Lounge
was the first hostel in the city and,
Bhattacharya said, the first true haute hos
tel in Western Europe. Soon it was fol-
lowed by other such places, many of them
also founded by artists, ke Lisbon Poets"
Hostel and Travellers House.

Since then, Portugal has turned out a
stream of stunning hostels. Every year the
country 5coops up armfuls of Hoscars
annual international awards presented by
the booking site Hostelworld.com, com-
plte wih  ceremany in Dublin This year

Lisbo imed the top four spots
in the Best Worldwide Hostels v

Lisbon Hostel, Home Hostel, Trav
Housean Lounge, in that order.

n

Along the codbied pedesran sreets of
Baixa, Lisbon's commercial center, | found
the lmly I8th-century town house con-

taining Lisbon Lounge, the pioneer.
e eha B el
lor, 1 understood the hostel's celet

Sopeal mem -able kitsch-cool tastc
vaded the double-height common
\\‘hcru a mounted cardboard moose

eered over wlitecouches and low
e tabies made. fom washing

cylinder

My private room @8euros)
At while space wit

Velded el ace it

arcitecture magazines. Thee was
vate bathroom, but the shared batl
s just seps .

as a

't think the owners had b
any hostels before they made this |
said Hear Paget  ranspanted A
fan emplojee of Living Lounge,
ight's communal di

they even knew wi

the hostel's chef, laid
Mr. Paget explained that three
owners were fashion and art pho
phers. As Lisbon's first hostel, the)
ation had no precedent o follo.

No one told them that you have

L)

12 bedsinto every room;” he said.
We plowed through the meal (broccoli
soup, lasagna, chocolate cake and unkmit-
ed wine); afterward Mr. Paget organized a
tour of music bars in Bairro Alto, the night-
life district
The net i | checked ol the tode

2n chair. My top-floor suite NG
impeccable bathroom. Standing o
&

perching on 2 cloud. Portuguese vinta
waited in the lobby bar, and siow-braised
pork cheek beckoned from the restaurat.

A the wine tasting at the bar
spot adorned with vintage typewrit
wall maps, | met Elaine Corets.

old “urban farmer™ from Seatte. It was
e first time in a hostel since a 1967 iip 10
Bangkok, she said. Though sbe was in one
ofthe 1 shared rooms, she was upbeat

2 high ceiling, and you can see the sunrise
through the big windows™

1 Lisbon is the pioneer, Barcelona is the
boomtown. Innavative hostels are popping
up all over the Mediterranean city of Gau-
di's buildings, tapas bars and street arL

Sant Jordi Gracia is a seli-described
i Dt dolgied R e sl
politan hipster and fixed-gear bicycie af-
ol flon S Sl pi-pladed

seig de Gracia, | found Generator Barcelo-
na, which opens May M. Occupying a tall

Bt s . v Koat
chaos of forkli

solar panels-and & panoram
The top fioor woald contain accommoda-

ton Shet ks

hosta rock star visiting for

reekend” in the words of Mr. Michel,
Gem'ralarsueﬂuwcﬂm man.

buiding near the shopping boulev:
ke o Portal g hngel. ¢

n offsite an
s set up by an estab-
this case the
My room 75 euros) was peined i sea
foam green and cool resed by

, el
eight crange private tathrvors. Best. 2
Sl v siind il
ioned d t was the ideal 5pot to 3avor
3 ek g cillod boc t cara
than the pop o the cork. 2
i0 lobby bar awaited
e sl
meal No ci

red

tours

ing all the trappings of a bostel, both the

ideaw:
ey Pt

TWO DAYS LATER, the I6-lane boulevards of
the former East Berlin led me past boxy

ope bearing & m-f.wn of two
‘young couples dancing wildly
. bung over
the desk, and 2 fier announced the themes.
‘parties scheduled in the hostels night.
club, including " and Al 1
Need Is You" As Guas N' Roses resound-
ed through the gray industriai-chic lobby, 3
- the daily drink
special (Mai Tai) o0 & blackboard
s el pecked wili e
‘couid have used a drink upon seeing
my room (32 euros). Almost
sink, mirro, two cube stools, Mxky wall
‘art— and, alas, bunk beds. Worse,
hemp upper bunk bore rumpled <V\ee1
e were o wels. (You can e
Down the hall, the

near a

dsmay ove the
bunks ith my appeec

o o the undeniably social ko n
“Should 1 Seay or Should | Go” biasted

i
o the fimalda,cane Pl B
Sauna after 3 long
week, my a5 restored. The dzzying
of budget-sirline joarneys, the in-

pool. g o been Tesday
St RIS o0 o

and Pr
- Nearty all have a poal, sa

e atthe Beri sranch, wtuet opened

spaceshi
— by an ialian artist, Andrea Felice.

WIHERE T0 STAY
Resounces

The frst comireherseve e
10 European hacte hostes,
“Lurury Hostels: Europe,” vl
be svatable Moy 352 free.
omrioadabie e-book oo
g et

pams.

i com), which
‘opened st yea: i he Betertie
neghbcamoc, s gy

stout
ares o st 25105
euros per ight per persen

0563218
e euro, cepenting oo morth

coubles starta

chamber with a high celling, two comfort-
abie single beds and a private bat

for which I paid 32 euros), [ crossed the
cold courtyard and entered the hostel’s art
stodso.

Abstract paintings and moody drawings
crowded the walls. An American man with
firmeny ey Bac ephslondthar e at
bad formerly been based at Tacheles,
22 ol Berln st st hat was st
fast year. The hostel had docated
ry space aloag with lodgings for some
o the dispaced crestoes, inchatiog bis-
self, he said. “They don't just serve the
guest but the neighborhood as well.” sai
the artist Tom Puiwa, 3 Key
plant
Night was approaching. and windows
flanking the courtyard otfered views inside
the vast reception area. The guests bere
were very different fro
hostels on my journey: wel
dleaged women; thre familes with dads
in_Converse high-tops;
couples with gray
e, in the cathedral size restau
rant, servers laid out cutiery while chefs

trans-

18 Bosique far
from being a standard rnmq ihe Ve spaces and
rmed. And  — h
Jeuison- _ Soal,and real beds,nat bunk

6510110 eurcs

vate doubles from 40 euros



